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HASTINGS

About Us

Hastings Christian School (HCS) is a Year 1 to 13,
coeducational, state-integrated, school in Hawkes Bay,
serving more than 250 students. We are also a Christ-
centred community working together to support
predominantly Christian families in the nurture and
education of their tamariki. Our teachers are gifted and
passionate about demonstrating how their subject areas
reveal an amazing Creator who has much to say about His

work and our place in it.

Our aim here is to introduce our school, and draw attention
to the aspirations, principles and values that drive and shape

the education we offer.

“What is an HCS Education?” intends to be informative, not
definitive. It invites questions and further discussion and we

would welcome further contact with you.




Our Mission

To walk students through all fields of human
thought and endeavour, discerning and
celebrating Truth at every turn for the purpose
of challenging and equipping them to use their
unique gifts to forge lifestyles marked by

exemplary dedication to God and neighbour.




What Do We Teach?

“The trouble with him was that he was not able to imagine. He was
quick and ready in the things of life, but only in the things, and not
in their meanings. Fifty degrees below zero meant 80 degrees of
frost. Such facts told him that it was cold and uncomfortable, and
that was all. It did not lead him to consider his weaknesses as a
creature affected by temperature. Nor did he think about man's
general weakness, able to live only within the narrow limits of

heat and cold”

Jack London from To Build a Fire (1908)

Our age, too, is quick and ready in the things of life. Society
busies itself with improving its temporal well-being and
venerates all action and innovation that promises to serve
that purpose. Schooling in New Zealand has, largely,
become a tool to that end.

Like the man in London's tale, though, the meaning of things
is lost on many. What's more, the very idea of authoritative,
enduring meaning has been steadily dismantled. This costs
our society dearly. Our conviction, then, is that schooling that
truly meets students' needs puts the things of life - the
knowledge, skills, values, competencies - in the context of
God's narrative. An education of this kind is indispensable
and a vital tool for instilling enduring hope and purpose in

our youth.

Pointing out the ugly in contemporary culture may not make
us any prettier. Yet, it seems essential to make the point. It
helps to explain why HCS exists and what students can gain
by joining us. It also helps to make clear the principles that

directs the education we offer.

It is an education in which we walk students through the
New Zealand Curriculum’s eight essential learning areas -
Mathematics, Technology, Health and Physical Education,
English, The Arts, Languages, Science, Social Science. We
explore the fullness of each of these fields of human thought

and activity, systematically chasing mastery of their

We look not to the things that are

seen but to the things that are
unseen. For the things that are
seen are transient, but the things

that are unseen are eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:18




language, logic and rhetoric. Our orientation is local and
international, contemporary and historic. We prioritise
developing self-discipline and competence in the tools of
learning, such as communication and thinking skills.
Traditionally, these are the tools provided by a liberal arts
education, the purpose of which was to liberate students
from human error and manipulation. These dangers remain
clear and present and so proficiency in the art of biblical

discernment is as critical as ever.

Knowledge and competence emptied of love and virtue,
however, merely puff up (1 Corinthians 8:1). Worse still, as
useful as such an education might appear, it would seem
rather to make man a more clever devil. We make it our
business, therefore, to infuse learning with biblically-derived
ethical considerations and to cultivate virtue and values
such as humility, integrity, stewardship, respect, and self-
sacrifice. We work to promote not only an awareness of
personal rights but a commitment to fulfilling God-given

responsibilities.

We find our model and inspiration, of course, in the
character of God, the very One who makes sense of it all. At
every opportune turn, then, we encounter and celebrate Him
and His work. His truth becomes especially apparent when
we situate learning in the context of big questions - Who
am 1? What is authority? How can we know something for
sure? Is a snowflake beautiful? Does it matter? How and why
are people and societies both beautiful and broken? We
have found that posing such questions, both systematically
and spontaneously, is an excellent way of cultivating a spirit
of inquiry and wonder, and of making clear to students that
life can be understood as a great conversation, one that
spans continents and millennia, and one that invites

thoughtful, fresh engagement.

Such an approach also helps to demonstrate that all
knowledge, all learning areas, are closely linked and

integrated. Both the universe and life within it teem with laws



and principles, patterns and connections derived from God
himself. We teach, for example, that, far from being pointless
clusters of random molecules, humans are the handiwork
of God. Our societies, lifestyles, and technologies should
then be understood as evidence of God's own offspring,
either imperfectly feeling their way towards Him (Acts 17:27),
or abandoning Him altogether. Integrating knowledge and
understanding across disciplines like this is a feature of an
HCS education.

We note, too, that each learning area has its own context
and history. We explore these with students. In this way, they
learn that knowledge, skills and methods themselves are
human inheritances that deserve to be gratefully and yet
critically received. After all, while we do stand on the
shoulders of giants, those very giants were and are flawed
and open to thoughtful criticism.

Ultimately, in an age of perpetual and confusing change, an
excellent education centred on Jesus Christ, and unified by
unchanging, authoritative truths is an education that will
truly future-proof students as well as any human work can.
They will recognise that although the seen world ebbs and
flows, the unseen does not. Cultivating this appreciation and
the sense that life and learning are eternally meaningful and
under the care of a beautiful God will help to ensure that

students are prepared not merely for a living, but for life.

See to it that no one takes you
captive by philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tra-
dition, according to the elemen-
tal spirits of the world, and not
according to Christ.

Colossians 2:8




How Do We Teach It?

‘If you want to build a ship, don't drum up the men to gather
wood, divide the work and give orders. Instead, teach them to

yearn for the vast and endless sea.”

Antoine de Saint-Exupery

Teaching is primarily a relational activity; it is about
whakawhanaungatanga. The personal rapport between
teacher and student is critical. Walking students is a
picture of this relationship. Teachers are continually
learning about each student and considering how best

to respond to their needs.

Our pedagogy is driven by Scripture and informed by
research. Subject content is taught systematically. There
is a clear progression from the concrete to the abstract,
from the facts and basic knowledge, through to
structuring concepts, and applications. e also present
our subject content showing clearly the connections that
span subject areas. Students see that life is
understandable, has meaning, and is not chaotic, or
impenetrable. Big questions are asked regularly and
teachers carefully consider how each topic reflects the
narrative of our Creator God. Classroom tasks are of a
high quality and designed to both challenge students of
all abilities and to foster a love of learning. Real world
examples are used frequently, drawing from as wide a

range of resources as possible.

Because teachers are imperfect authorities, fallibility is
an inevitable part of the learning process. We therefore
want teaching resources to be viewed by students as
‘problematic”. That is, every teacher, every author, every
textbook, has certain prejudices and biases. They may
use disputable facts, have shaky opinions, and present
faulty conclusions. We value students using teaching as
an object of inquiry. What might have been left out? What



is opinion as opposed to fact? In short, we want our students

to develop a healthy discernment.

In contrast to this, the Bible is treated as inerrant, and the

ultimate source of authority. It guides us in every subject
area, enabling us to discern and celebrate Truth — not merely

factual truth, but Truth as a person, Jesus Christ.

For their part, students are taught to take responsibility and
ownership for their learning and to develop self-discipline
and perseverance, qualities essential to effective learning.
There is an expectation of excellence. Both students and
teachers work to the best of their ability, taking pride in their
respective tasks. We acknowledge the gifts and talents of
each individual student, recognising that each is unique and
created in the image of God. HCS is a place where students
are encouraged to develop ideas and skills in an unhurried,
solitary way, as well as to participate in each other's learning.
Collaborative tasks and group work are used appropriately
and effectively. The classroom culture promotes risk-taking,
and students are strongly encouraged to pursue lines of

thought. It is the glory of God to conceal

Our school actively guards against promoting self-centred things, but the glory of kings is to

learning, where subject content is regarded as important search things out.

Proverbs 25:2

only if it serves the student's immediate or perceived
interests. Narrowing an education so that it is merely self-
serving diminishes our world and robs us of the richness of
our humanity. At the very least, it diminishes the idea of what

a good learner is.

Finally, we want our teachers to display the wonder of their
subject with a passion and vitality that allows students to
taste the amazing creation that our God has made, and

inspires our students to continue their love of learning far

beyond the time we have with them.



Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty
man boast of his might..rather let
him who boasts, boast of this,
that he understands and knows
Me, that | am the Lord.

Jeremiah 9:23-24

Who Teaches It?

“The best teacher is the one who suggests rather than dogmatises,

and inspires his listener with the wish to teach himself.

Edward Bulwer-Lytton

After parents, teachers are the single most important
element in the effectiveness of teaching and learning. Our
school recognises this and we are very thankful for capable
and inspirational staff members who work hard at
engendering a strong sense of kotahitanga. They are gifted
in their ability to teach, and have a passion for their subject
and a love for the students in their care. They understand,
too, the importance of discerning accurately, reasoning
precisely, and articulating persuasively. We place significant
emphasis on professional development of our staff because
we view teachers as lifelong learners themselves who
constantly assess the effectiveness of their teaching. Giving
teachers time to read widely and explore avenues of interest
requires us as a school to be strategic, focusing on key goals
and resisting the temptation to be distracted by others. After
all, we want our teachers to continue experiencing the joy

of discovering their subject and sharing it with their students.

Our staff are committed Christians, and enjoy the freedom
to share their faith and apply it to the learning at hand. We
expect them to be lovers of Jesus and His Word and to use
His principles to shape their relationships with their students.
We pray for the salvation of our students and challenge
them to dedicate their learning, not merely to securing

personal advantage, but to serving God and neighbour.

All of this seems to point to the ideal school and the perfect
teacher. In reality, we recognise that every lesson is far from
perfect, and that our limitations are clearly evident. What is
important is that as a community of teachers, we are always
humbly learning and improving, and that is exactly what

makes our task so rewarding.



The HCS Way

Honouring God - Honoretanga ki te Atua

At HCS we desire to honour God in all we do by:
Showing respect to those in authority by being humble, teachable and grateful

Acknowledging all men, of every race and culture, were made in the image of

God, therefore we will treat each other with respect and kindness

Demonstrating integrity in all we do and say, being consistently truthful and

honest

Caring for Others - Manaakitanga ki Nga Tangata

At HCS we endeavour to serve God by caring for others by:

Looking to serve others, learning to put their needs before our own, and

consider their thoughts and feelings

Showing compassion and empathy, are quick to forgive, and include others

in our activities

Being quick to encourage and slow to criticise

Striving for Excellence - Whai i te Panekiretanga

At HCS we aim to do our very best with the abilities that God has given us by

Demonstrating a curiosity about God's creation, developing a lifelong love of

learning

Being well organised, having self discipline, persevering in our work, and not

afraid of making mistakes as we learn

Thinking carefully and critically about what is presented to us and we are able

to consider other points of view
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